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• Database	of	municipal	trees	and	their	characters	

• Selec?ng	the	right	tree	-	character	searching	
• Iden?fying	trees	
• Learning	more	about	trees

• Includes:	
• Commonly	cul?vated	trees	

• Trees	around	people,	both	weedy	and	na?ve	
• New	and	interes?ng	trees	that	might	do	well	in	the	

urban	forest

• ~200	species	right	now	
• Over	3,000	photos	
• >	50	characters	for	each	species



Really	Common	Hedges	/	Shrubs
• Morinda	citrifolia	NONI		
• Cascabela	theve3a	BEESTILL	TREE	
• Gardenia	taitensis	TAHITIAN	
GARDENIA	

• Murraya	paniculata	MOCK	ORANGE	

• Polyscias	guilfoylei	PANAX
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Plants	In	Hawai‘i

• Many	na?ve,	

naturalized,	and	

cul?vated	plants	

• ~10,000	species	are	
grown	in	

hor?culture,	

agriculture,	forestry,	

pasture	grasses,	etc.	

• ~1,000	na?ve	species	
(89%	endemic)

Categorizing	Tree	Diversity
• Na4ve	and	culturally	important	trees	
• Polynesian	introduc?ons	

• Common	street	and	hor4cultural	trees	
• Widely	used	in	municipali?es	

• Occasional	cul4vated	trees	
• Specimen	trees,	park	trees,	rarer	

• Common	household	and	garden	trees	
• Edible,	fruit	and	ethnobotanical	important	trees	

• Special	Groups:	Palms,	Figs,	Legumes,	Araucarias	

• Weedy	trees	
• Widely	grown	naturalized	trees	

• Prevalent	non-cul?vated	trees



Commonly	Grown	Na4ve	Trees
• Endemic	Tree	Species	

• Acacia	koa	KOA	
• Metrosideros	polymorpha	OHIA	
• Pritchardia	hillebrandii	LOULU	
PALM	

• Erythrina	sandwicensis	WILIWILI	

• Polyscias	sandwicensis		ʻOHE	
• Sapindus	oahuensis	ĀULU	

• Indigenous	Species	
• Hibiscus	3liaceus	HAU	
• Pandanus	tectorius	HALA	
• Pritchardia	maideniana	KONA	
PALM



Widely	Grown	Polynesian-Introduced	Trees

• Aleurites	moluccanus	KUKUI	
• Artocarpus	al3lis	ULU	
• Broussone3a	papyrifera	WAUKE	

• Calophyllum	inophyllum	KAMANI	

• Hibiscus	3liaceus	HAU	
• Morinda	citrifolia	NONI	
• Thespesia	populnea	MILO

Artocarpus	al,lis		

ULU
Aleurites	moluccanus	KUKUI

Calophyllum	inophyllum	
KAMANI

Broussone,a	papyrifera	

WAUKE



Thespesia	populnea		
MILO

Hibiscus	,liaceus		

HAU Hau	vs.	Milo
• Hibiscus	3liaceus	HAU—
Leaf	edges	with	minute	

teeth	

• Thespesia	populnea	MILO

—Leaf	edges	smooth

MILO

HAUMILO

HAU

Commonly	Grown	
Trees

• The	five	most	widely	grown	

trees	in	no	par?cular	order	

• Cassia	x	nealiae	RAINBOW	

SHOWER	TREE		

• Tabebuia	heterophylla	PINK	
TECOMA	

• Samanea	saman	
MONKEYPOD	

• Delonix	regia	ROYAL	
POINCIANA	

• Clusia	rosea	AUTOGRAPH	
TREE

Tabebuia	heterophylla	PINK	TECOMA



Samanea	saman	MONKEYPOD Delonix	regia	ROYAL	POINCIANA

Cassia	×	nealiae	RAINBOW	SHOWER	TREE Clusia	rosea	AUTOGRAPH	TREE



Common	Small	to	Medium	Sized	Street	Trees

• Harpullia	pendula	
TULIPWOOD	

• Filicium	decipiens	FERN	
TREE	

• Cordia	sebestena	HAOLE	
KOU	

• Lagerstroemia	speciosa	
CRAPE	MYRTLE	

• Pimenta	dioica	ALLSPICE	
• Tabebuia	berteroi	ROSY	
TRUMPET	TREE	

• Tabebuia	aurea	SILVER	
TRUMPET	TREE

Harpullia	pendula	TULIPWOOD

Filicium	decipiens	FERN	TREE Cordia	sebestena	HAOLE	KOU



Pimenta	dioica	ALLSPICE

Lagerstroemia	speciosa	GIANT	CRAPE	MYRTLE

Occasional	and	Interes4ng	Trees
• Adansonia	digitata	
BAOBAB	

• Couroupita	
guianensis	
CANNONBALL	TREE	

• Kigelia	africana	
SAUSAGE	TREE	

• Polyalthia	longifolia	
FALSE	ASHOKA

Adansonia	digitata	BAOBAB Kigelia	africana	SAUSAGE	TREE



Polyalthia	longifolia	FALSE	ASHOKA Common	Household	/	Yard	/	Garden	Plants

• Fruit	and	edible	trees	
• Mangifera	indica	MANGO	

• Persea	americana	MEXICAN	

AVOCADO	

• Carica	papaya	PAPAYA	
• Moringa	oleifera	HORSERADISH	
TREE	

• Litchi	chinensis	LYCHEE	
• Leis	and	other	plants	

• Fagraea	berteroana	PUA	
KENIKENI	

• Platycladus	orientalis	ORIENTAL	
ARBORVITAE

Mangifera	indica		
MANGO

Persea	americana	MEXICAN	

AVOCADO

Carica	papaya		

PAPAYA

Moringa	oleifera	
HORSERADISH	TREE



Fruit	Trees Fagraea	berteroana		

PUA	KENIKENI

Platycladus	orientalis	

ORIENTAL	ARBORVITAE

Plumerias
• Plumeria	obtusa	WHITE	PLUMERIA	

• Plumeria	rubra	PLUMERIA

The	Figs	(Ficus)
• >800	species	total	
• >60	growing	in	Hawaii	
• 8	species	widely	
grown	in	Hawaii	

• Several	are	naturalized

The	Figs	(Ficus)
• Ring	scars	on	the	stems	

• Pointed	s?pules	at	shoot	?ps	
• Bleed	milky	white	sap



Bleeding	Milky	White	Sap

Chrysophyllum		

oliviforme

Cascabela	theve,a

Ficus	benghalensis

Plumeria	rubra





Iden4fying	Figs The	Genus	Araucaria
• Araucaria	columnaris	COOK	PINE	
• Araucaria	heterophylla	NORFOLK	ISLAND	PINE	
• Araucaria	cunninghamii	HOOP	PINE

Araucaria	columnaris	COOK	PINE



Araucaria	columnaris	

Cook	Pine

Araucaria	heterophylla	

Norfolk	Island	Pine

Araucaria	columnaris	

Cook	Pine

Araucaria	cunninghamii		

Hoop	Pine

Legumes	(Fabaceae)
“Cassia”	Type “Mimosa”	Type “Pea”	Type

Bauhinia

Cassia

Acacia Erythrina

SophoraSamanea



Legumes	(Fabaceae)

Cassia	grandis

Cassia	fistula

Tamarindus	
indica

Pterocarpus	indicus

Delonix	regia

Enterolobium		
cyclocarpum

Leucaena	leucocephala

Peltophorum		
pterocarpum

Bauhinia	variegata

Pithecellobium		
dulce

Lysiphyllum	hookeri

Acacia	confusa

Samanea		
saman

Palms
• The	Palm	Family	

(Arecaceae)	

• 200	genera	and	
2,500	species	

• Pritchardia	in	
Hawai‘i	

• ~700	species	
grown	in	Hawai‘i	

with	~15	species	

represen?ng	

>80%	of	planted	

palms

Most	Commonly	Grown	Palms
1. Dypsis	lutescens	

ARECA	PALM		

2. Adonidia	merrillii	
MANILA	PALM	

3. Archontophoenix	
alexandrae	
ALEXANDRA	PALM	

4. Roystonea	regia	
ROYAL	PALM	

5. Pritchardia	
pacifica	FIJI	FAN	
PALM
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Roystonea	oleracea	

CARIBBEAN	ROYAL	PALM

Roystonea	regia	
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Weedy	Trees
• 44	species	in	
SelecTree	that	have	

become	naturalized	

weeds	to	some	

extent	

• Hawai‘i	Pacific	
Weed	Risk	

Assessment

Casuarina	equise,folia	IRONWOOD
HPWRA	Score	21:	High	risk

Acacia	confusa		

FORMOSAN	KOA

Psidium	guajava		

COMMON	GUAVA
HPWRA	Score	21:	High	risk

HPWRA	Score	10:	High	risk

Non-Cul4vated	Weedy	Trees	
• Ardisia	ellip3ca	SHOE	
BUTTON	ARDISIA	

• Cecropia	obtusifolia	
CECROPIA	

• Falcataria	moluccana	
ALBIZIA	

• Leucaena	leucocephala	
HAOLE	KOA	

• Pithecellobium	dulce	
OPIUMA	

• Spathodea	campanulata	
AFRICAN	TULIP	TREE



• All	scien?fic	names	are	searchable	

• Common	names	are	searchable	

• Currently	developing	common	names	database	

for	all	Pacific	Islands

SelecTree	Name	Issues
• BEACH	HELIOTROPE	
(Heliotropium	
foertherianum,	Tournefor3a	
argentea,	Argusia	argentea,	
Messerschmidia	argentea)	

• LECHOSO	(Tabernaemontana	
litoralis,	Stemmadenia	
galeoKana,	S.	litoralis)	

• PODOCARPUS	(A.	falcatus,	
Podocarpus	gracilior,	
Podocarpus	falcatus)	

• MONKEYPOD	(Samanea	
saman,	Albizia	saman,	
Pithecellobium	saman)

• SelecTree	is	a	work	in	progress	
• New	species	are	being	added	
• New	traits	are	being	compiled	

• New	photos	are	being	added	
• Living	resource	-	we	want	your	feedback!

• Pacific	Islands	SelecTree	
• Key	to	Hawaii’s	cul?vated	trees	
• Online	tree	key	is	coming	soon

h'p://ufei.calpoly.edu/pacificislands/
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Pacific	Island	SelecTree
• Feed	Back:	Ma'	Ri'er	(mri'er@calpoly.edu)	

• h'p://ufei.calpoly.edu/pacificislands/	
• h'ps://selectree.calpoly.edu/pacificislands


