
Using	Iden*fica*on	Keys	for	Eucalypts



How	Iden*fica*on	Keys	Work



1. Leaves opposite (two per attachment)—Jacaranda 
1’ Leaves alternate (one per attachment) 
  2. Leaf edges smooth 
    3. Leaf undersides rust colored—Southern Magnolia 
    3’ Leaf undersides green—Crepe Myrtle 
  2’ Leaf edge toothed 
    4. Leaves star-shaped—Sweetgum 
    4’ Leaves egg shaped 
      5. Leaf undersides white—Holly Oak 
      5’ Leaf undersides green—Chinese Elm

Keying	Eucalyptus	#1	Together



1. Leaves lighter green on the underside 
1’ Leaves the same color on both sides; and bark rough, 
furrowed, retained on trunk and limbs (there is a 1’’ option on 
the backside) 
1’’ Leaves the same color on both sides; and bark smooth, 
shedding (sometimes with imperfectly shed rough bark on the 
basal area of trunk) 

9. Buds and fruit produced singly; leaves over 8 in. long—Blue Gum 
(Eucalyptus globulus) 

9’ Buds and fruit clustered in threes or more; leaves less than 6 in. 
long, smelling like lemon when crushed—Lemon Scented Gum 
(Corymbia citriodora) 

9’’ Buds and fruit clustered in threes or more; leaves less than 6 in. 
long, smelling medicinal or spicy when crushed (but not like 
lemon)

Eucalyptus globulus

Plant #1



10. Leaves silver, bluish silver, or bluish-gray in color (covered with 
wax) 

10’ Leaves green, olive green, or dark green (not waxy)

Eucalyptus polyanthemos

12. Leaves egg-shaped or round, barely twice as long as wide; buds 
and fruit fused into a spherical cluster the size of a small fist—
Spider Gum (Eucalyptus conferruminata) 

12’ Leaves shaped like a long spearhead, 3 to 4 times longer than 
wide; buds and fruit not fused

Eucalyptus conferruminata



13. Buds and fruit in clusters of five or more (usually seven) 
13’ Buds and fruit always in clusters of three

Eucalyptus camaldulensis

Plant #1

15. Bark shed in long slender ribbons; buds with a short stalk; all 
stamens with anthers—Ribbon Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis) 

15’ Bark shed in plates or patches; buds borne on a long slender stalk; 
some stamens without anthers—White Iron Bark (Eucalyptus 
leucoxylon)

Eucalyptus leucoxylon

Plant #1



Eucalyptus	viminalis	(Ribbon	Gum)

• Flowers	in	3s	
• Bark	shed	in	long	
ribbons



Keying	Exercise
• Partner	exercise	
• Fill	the	form	out	as	you	key

Tree	#2 Corymbia	ficifolia



Tree	#3 Eucalyptus	robusta

Tree	#4 Eucalyptus	cinerea



Tree	#5 Eucalyptus	nicholii

Tree	#6 Eucalyptus	conferruminata



Tree	#7 Eucalyptus	grandis

Tree	#8 Eucalyptus	globulus



Tree	#9 Eucalyptus	sideroxylon

Tree	#10 Eucalyptus	polyanthemos



Tree	#10 Eucalyptus	polyanthemos

Tree	#11 Eucalyptus	camaldulensis



Tree	#12 Eucalyptus	cladocalyx

Tree	#13 E.	leucoxylon



Documents	for	Keying

250 cultivated 
species

The most 
common 
species

Naturalized 
species


